THE STAG —
AT LAST

The Editor Belatedly Road-Tests
British Leyland's New V8 3-litre
Triumph Convertible

The Trimph Stay photographed ontside the Brcklev Arms
Hotel at Dinas Mazvddioy, not far from Boolof=ye(fraes, the
orce-popielar T-fn-6 test Rill, It weas heve that members of
The Autocar’s staff staved 46 vears age. when reporfing - -
the RAC Small Car Trials.  They nawvally reied therr |
1250 Afvis up the famons pass, ascending it i 151, 2nd and 5 o
rd Zears. (The Stag went wp fast in 2nd and srd pears.) 5
Ty Woelsh hotel still seroes trong fresh from the Dovey river 500
b dts rennis conet and private golf course have gone with |
the passing of the vears, .

LAST MOMNTIL I felt obliged to explain in an editorial why MoTog
5SpoRT had not published a report on the controversial new Triumph
Srag convertible, I have since driven this new Coventry car, bur it
was touch and go, inasmuch as on the appointed Friday when T was o
drive it, the telephone rang just before 1 pom. and Simon Pearson of
the 5-T Press Office enguired when would T like my Stag? “Oh, by
3 p.m. o beat the taffic congeston, would be fine™, 1 replied, “or
4 paa if thar would be more convenient,”™  “1'm afraid it will be more
like 5,307, said the distant voice, “because there has been a hitch and
we are still working on it “Where is this stricken Stag s “In
Coventry,”  Apparently a lock had failed, T said T practically never
lock o car, especially other people’s,  Bur it wasn™t that kind of lock
which had gone wrong; apparently either you could have ignition bur
couldn’t steer, or could steer but not run the engine. . . .

I feltthey had left it rather late to discover this, the test having
been agreed some three weeks beforchand: eventually T left London
at 1ou3o pom,, areiving home in the early hours of the Saturday morning,
Its all part of this road-testing job, of course, bur 1 wonder how
often the BLMC PROs hang about of an evening waiting for motor cars
which havent arrived ¥ If Lord Stokes thinks my Septermnber editorial
was spiteful, he should now think again!  As T waited | contemplated
testing & Saab 9o instead, which would at least be driving behind half =
Stag power unit, and [ wondered how this Coventry Alfa/Mercedes-
cater would impress one who has named the Stattgart products as the
best-engineered cars in the World and who enthuses over those from
Milan, slthough T have yet to drive an Alfa Romen with power steering.

The late arrival of this long-postponed Stag at least enabled me to
have a good preliminary thrash in it over empty night roads, But
taking over an unfamiliar car in the dark isn't the most pleasant of
motoring experiences, especially when vou discover that, because of
changed arrangements, you haven't sufficient money to Al the tank.
However, T contrived to get the petrol tank about 3-full, sank gratefully
into a reasonzbly comfortable but spongy driving seat, was [aced with
a generously-stocked facia and a multplicity of contrels, found the
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wiper blades worthless, cleaned the screen with my handkerchief, and
set off.  Very powerful Lucas dual guartz-halogen headlamps were
obviously going to make light of mv darkness but the cut-off was an
alarming contrast. I found substantial left and right stalks, the right
one doubling up for twen-indicators, flashers, a muted, shrill horn,
and the lamps-dipping, which T don't altogether approve of on
expensive cars, and which on this one had a long reach when in the
full-beam setting. The 16-in. dia. steering wheel had a laced-on
leather-covered rim, a gale of air blew at me from universallv-adjusrable
central fresh-air grilles, until T later discovered how to turn them off,
when the dribble of air from the additonal gimballed venes at the
facia extremities was quite madequate.  Interior trim 5 in non-dazzle
black and the screen sill has a tray for picnic cups,

I thrust my way out of night-life London and was skirting Oxford
satisfactorily soon, withour seeming to have driven very hard, The
Srag's VB 2,007-c.c. five-bearing engine is very reasonably smooth,
but without the exhaust “wuffle' characteristic of its tvpe. Mo need to
discuss why a two-plane instead of a zingle-plane crankshaft is used,
but worth noting that it is drastically over-square, at 86 = 644 mm.,
and that it develops 145 (net) b.hop. at its peak speed of <500 rpom.,
which is only 8 b.hop, more than Fords push-rod oho. V6 mives
at 750 fewer r.pom,  There i a chain-driven overhead camshaft above
each cylinder bank, and twin sidedraught Zenith-Stromberg 1.75CD
carburetters.  An 8.8-t0-1 c.r. provides for g-star fuel.

Fumbling abour in the dark I found a slide on the gear-lever knob
which brings in, or cuts our, overdrive in ard and top gears (it is an
optional extra). Later T found that this slide uncovers legends “In”™
and “0ut", which would he appropriate to some cars which have to
e rowed along on the gear-lever bur not to the Stag which, although
it is outpaced by almost all the comparable GT cars such as the Ford
Capri aooo GT, Relant Scimitar GTE, Alfa Romeo 1950 GTV,
Parsche gri'T and Mercedes-Benz 28051, somehow feels faster than
it is and decently disposes, smoothly and guickly, of the slower-
moving traflic.  In fact, a o-to-6o-m.p.h, time of 10,7 sec. and a 5.5,



A TELEGRAM FOR LORD STOXES FROM A READER

To: Lord Stckes, Disgusted no road test Stag September
issue MoTor SPORT. Are wvou sshamed of Stag P Dare no
order until Boddy reports, Am currently owner of five BLMC
vehicles, all boupht pew,

J-mile time of just under 18 sec. is not impressive for a 1970 3-litre
car: the product of 145 b.hop, and a kerb weight of 26 cwr puts the
Stag in the fast-tourer rather than the GT category.

As the traffic thinned out T was able to go faster and it was then that
I added a third dislike to two others already evident. and one which
mikes the Triumph Stag quite unacceptable to me in its present form,
The too-notchy gear-change controlled by a wll central lever 1 had
put down as typically Triomph, and an irritating rattie coming from
my left was traced later to frec movement on the part of the empty
passenger's front seat.  This third misformune relates w the power
steering.  The action is fairly light and smooth but with no feeling
whatsoever of what the front wheels are doing, to the extent that they
feel all the tme o be about to break away their road grip.  This
promprs the driver wo apply correction, and as the steering then becomes
lighter, to over-correct, with the result that cornering becomes a very
ragged business, feeling as uncoemfortable as it looks. I tried to get
used o this inconsistent power-assisted steering and in sober driving
it is just abour acceptable and ressonably geared (2§ turns, lock-to-
lock’, with a very small turning circle, But as soon as I drove fase,
or anticipated having to chuck the car about, the lack of positive feel
to the steering became horrid.  The sensation of the front wheels
tucking in ws lock is applied to combat what is actually understeer, is
most disconcerting.  Another peculiarity is that when the throttle 1=
hacked off after accelerating hard, as when changing gear, the back-end
of the car gives a slight lurch,

Poower-assisted rack-and-pinion steering is standard on the Stag—
there is no option.  This was presumably deemed necessary o woo
the American customers bul it 35 a great pity that something better
ism't used. I would put up with strong-arm parking for precise
manual comtrel, T recall how the g-litre Halls-Rovee-engined Vanden
Plas Princess was ruined by light/heavy/light power-assisted steering,
and the unfortunate Stag seems Lo have inherited something of the same
sort. There is no excuse, for ZF and others have shown how effective
good power steering can be, The column is adjustable to suir different
requirements,

The Triumph Stag sent f[or appraisal was Pre-Production Car
Mo, 7, but I assume catalogue cars are identical.  The horrid steering
spart, what can one make of it # It is a convertible after the stvle of a
Mercedes-Benz 280581, with verv nice Michelotti stvling reminiscent
of & Fiat IMne, and it was conceived for release in 1968, It is nicely
finished, is a repsonable 2+2 coupd for which an optional hard-top
is available 1o cover the fully-disappearing hood which has the protec-
ticn of an elaborate (detachable) roll-over frame and would have becn
an excellent substitute for the late-lamented Sanbeam Alpine which
Chrysler UE had to put down becsuse of its g.2-litre Ford VB engine.
It iz, alas, not an easy hood to stow or erect—see pictures.

The interior of the Stag is essentially Triumph, which I have never
much liked. The simulsted dull-wood facia has a rather restricted
lockable cubby on the left, complete with map-cum-interior lamp,
dials o the right. The latter comprise expensive-looking. closely-
calibrated Smiths speedometer and tachometer, a clock, el gauge,
water thermometer and voltmeter but, curiously, no oil-pressure gaage.
As my carly-morning journey progressed I had pot only a blue full-
beam light shining in my weary eves but an intermittent flashing from
Trivmph's all-services-light-up cluster, sayig “Fuel™  As petrol
supplies scarcely exist in darkest Radnershire afrer dusk and T was
skint anyway, this ruined what pleasure 1 was trying to obuain from
flinging the Stag in untidy lines round the corners. T need not have
worried, for this unweleome warning starts when the tank has nearly
seven gallons in it—and is consequently ignored, dazzle apart, until
the thing runs dry with the fuel gauge indicating just above empty!
The lamps are switched on by a rotary switch to the rght of the
steering eolummn, as i Spencer King or one of his team had been
driving a Hillman Avenger, although the Stag's rotator is smaller and
provides for parking lights as well as side- and headlamps. The
contrals are well endowed with symbols or lettering:  there was one
small knob with a mysterious inscription on it, which turned out to
Le the rheostat pancl-lighting control. . Down on the consele you get
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“The affice™ of the Stag, showing feather-vivemed, padded steering wheel,

fayont of dusteumnents, fong central gear-lever awd press-buttons on the
congole for the elecrric swindpw=lifte and interior liphts.

the tumbler switches for the window lifts, rather clese set to the central
hand-brake, with its man-sized grip, when this iz off; a similar switch
which brings in two forward-lacng mterior lamps, and on the upright
wall of the console thers 15 2 Triumph press-button radio, seme well-
contrived heater controls, and a pull-our ash-teay,  The facia has a
brake-failure warning light directly before the driver and other lights,
in the cluster, for brake on, choke in use, high temperature, etz
Big knobs on the consale wall pull out to bring in the choke, effective
Triplex rear-window heater (with tiny in-use light), cgar-lighter and
z-speed fan.  The Lh. stalk control provides for two-speed screen
wiping and washing, The electric window lifts are excellent in them-
sclves but as they require the ignition o be on before they will funcrion,
and the ignition key is needed w open the Tuel-filler flap, the uncom-
fortable situation arises where the driver has to wait in driving rain
with his window dewn while the car is refuelled.

British Levland have really tried to make this the Mercedes-Benz/
Alfa Romeo slaughterer they claim it to be.  The deors have convenient
grabs-cum-arm-rests, locks actoated by convenient small  handles
below the door-opening handles, knob-operated quarter-lights, and
red warning lights on the deors.  Opening them brings in courtesy
hghts, one each side of the transmission tunnel,  The external Lift-up
handles, however, were stiff and not pleasant to use.  “The rear compart-
ment side windows have good toggles for opening them as vents.
The three-spoke steering wheel has a padded boss. The front-seat
passenger has an under-facia shelf and there are elastic-edged pockers
on the deors and backs of the seat sguabs. The front seats have
conveniently-placed release knobs for ulung them o give access to
the deeply-welled back seat, and they can be raised by winding a
crank handle, as well as possessing squahs casily adjustable by operating
the long, plated side levers. These sears are of decidedly generous
size but the upholstery is, alas, pv.e. The doors have effective
“heeps'. The wvery deep, if shallow, o cw. fi, boot has a clear
floor and is illuminated. Reversing lamps, and the heated back
window it a hard-top is ordered, are fitted as standard. There 1= a

A LETTER TO LORD STOKES FROM A READER

As a small shareholder in BLMC mav I say how interested
I was to read the attached editorizl from last month's MoTor
Sport, 1 will be interested in your comments and whether you
intend to reply o what appears o be very constructive comment
on behalf of the Editor of MoTtor SporT,
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wobbly anti-dazzle mirror.  The wheels have stainless-steel trims
and are shod with 14-in. Michelin ¥AS tyres. There are two keys,
the long one for ignitionsteering lock, the fuel-filler flap and the doors,
the smaller one for the boot and glove box, An instruction haok
covered in imilation leather has been prepared for the Stag.  The
shape of the back sear well suited the Motoring “Dog™, wha, after
heving had her first puppies at the age of ninc is now travelling again,
and far more comfortably in the Stag than on the bouncy shelf of a
Triumph TR sports car in which she once rode.  But for adulr humars
head-room is somewhat restricted,

The conservative iron-block, alloy-hesds, cross-flow engine of the
Stag fires up promptly if given a lile choke and runs smoothly from
idling speed to its peak of 5,500 r.pom. Te will pull away from soor.p.m.,
ar omph, in the 3.0-to-1 top gear and, trving 1o conserve fuel an
my initial nocturnal zequaintance with it, T used top and o/d top gear
satisfactorily for most of the journey, Al 2500 r.pam, in top gear
the accurate {ar this speed) speedometer shows somapdi, or 6o if
ofd is engaged, and at the legal maximum permitted on FPritish
roads the engine is running smoothly at less than 3,000 o, It will
give just over 1oomuph. in o/d 3rd gear, and achieve 117 mupeh
fat-our in its highest tatio. Two tail-pipe extensions which look Like
something from a batrlefield probably assist in mufing the exhaust
note so that Stag motoring is accomplished quictly, vel with a satis-
vingly purposeful exhaust note when vou open up. A geod deal of
exhaust heat 15 exuded under the car.

The gear-lever has weak synchromesh and a long travel, the clurch
is heavy and a wifle sudden, and the servo-assisted dise/drum brakes
are satisfactory withour being outstanding;  they tended 1o squeal
under light pressures.  The ride is soft but well-damped, roll being
well controlled except when cornering verv fast,  Rear-wheel adhesion
is apt to be lost on slippery surfaces when aceelerating, but the ultimate
cornering ability is high.

The fuel tank helds 14 gallons and in fairly gentle motering I
chtained a m,p.g. figure of 22,5 m.p.g. Diriving harder, this decreased
tr 2.8 mupeg, an ooverall figure of 21 mape. The petral gauge s
unhappily optimistic,

The exterior decor of this handsome, compact fast-tourer is confined
to the name “Triumph" in the rubber-tipped bumpers and a stag
badge, although zoologists will not recognise the depicted animal as a
stag, with its unnatural, overweight antlers. The name “Hrag” s
engraved on the steering-wheel boss, and name and motif appear on
the sides of the ril. A clever feature is angling of the ofs wiper blade
s0 that it sweeps right 1o the edge of the screen.

Turning to details, some of the luxury aspect of the Stag rubs off
wlhen gear-lever rattle between about 3,300 and 4,300 rpam. in 3rd
gear (1 thought this was a thing of the past, bul met it again recently
on the smallest Opel and now on the Stag? and wind noise, even with
the hard-top in use, intrude,  The pedals, labelled “1.™ for Levland,
are large but off-set to the ofs, which brings the brake pedal rather
close 1o the accelerator, bur gives roam for a clutch-foor rest.  There
15 nat & lot of elbow-room and the padded anti-dazzle vigors sre rather
tricky 1o clip back: the driver's carries the five-stage sequence for
lowering and raising the soft-top,  The self-propping forward -hinged
bonnet s light and lifts 10 reveal the V8 engine with its Stanpart

Views of the Stg's V8 power wnit ond, right, ire Tvggage boor,
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THE TRIUMPH STAG CONVERTIBLE

fgive ; Eight cylinders in 8 907 vee, 86 % B4.5 mm, (2,007 ¢.c.).
Chwverhead  valves operated by single overhead camshafis,
B.E to 1 compression eatio. 145 bhup. (net) at 5,500 rpom.

rear rarios © Ist, 11.08 1o 1; znd, 777 to 1; ard, 5.3 o 1;
ofd ard, 4.2 to 13 top, 3.7 0 13 o/d wp, 300 to 1.

Twres : Brs=14 Michelin XAS, on bolt-on steel wide-rim
wheels,

Waeght : 26 owr o qer. olb,  (Empty, but ready for the road
with hard-top on and approx. half~a-gallen of perrol.)

Steeving ratin 0 2§ turns, lock-to-lack (power-assisted).

Fuel capacity ¢ 14 gallons,  (Range approx, 320 miles,)

W heelbase - & ft. g4 in.

Track : TFront, 4 i, 44 in.; rear, 4 ft. 47 in.

Dimensions © 140 5%in. = 51 3l in. = 4 0L 1} in. {high—
haod up).

Price = L1602, plus L4071 155 10d, purchase tax, Total, as
tested, £2,073 Is. sd.

Makers : Swmandard-Triumph  International Lid., Canley,
Coventry, England.,

Performance Data

Accelevarion :

o=30m.p.h. L, 3.8 sec a- fomaph. L. 1402 sec.
C-40 LE] 1. 55 o o- EBo 1] e 152 LE]
[ 1e] 33 .. T8 0= Qb 13 = 23.4
a-fc . . IDT ., O-1030 . c- 339 4
Speeds In the gears
15t ., .. 41 m.p.h. Oyd zrd rar m,p.
znd .. Bo o, Tap .. R § .
Frd .. R < O/d top N § i .

Owgrall fuel conswmmption © 214 m.p.g.
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Hard-top 10 soft-top in 1 min. 36 sec. L. tor.: l‘mrd-mp fitted; top off, hood dewwn showing roll-over structure (42 sec.); erecting e previously hidden
hood (54 sec.)s soft-top erect.

alloy manifolding, the angled plugs accessible with the right tool, as
is the dip-stick, which showed that the sump had lost none of its eight
pints of oil in more than 1,100 miles, Oil changes are scheduled very
6,000 miles and there are no greasing chores.  Visibility forward is
good but reversing is less casy.

I tried to like this Triumph Stag. to please Lord Stokes of Leyland,
T.D., D.L,, LL.D,, D.TECH., D.SC., C.ENG., F.LMECH.E., M.5.A.E. It needs
berter steering, power or otherwise (say ZT), a better gearbox, for
those who do not specify the sutomatic transmission, and more poke—

like Eartha Kitt’s Englishman, the Stag takes time to get going. (The
makers guote a o-to-60-m.p.h. acceleration time of g.5 sec, and one
journalist got 9,9 sec. but mine is closer to the average figure.) Given
these changes, and a more easily erected top, the Stag could be a great
success, [or although its engine isn't quite as silky as [ anticipated,
vibration being felt through the gear-lever, the Stag is a very nice-
looking 2 -+2 coupé/convertible, reasonably priced at £2,173 (as tested)
for an eight-cylinder car having (save the mark!) power-assisted
steering, electric windows, a concealed hood and Italian styling, —W. B,
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