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Triumph Stag

Graham Robson looks at the pros and cons of
buying one of these desirable cars

some have Classic status wished upon
them. You won't get me into trouble on
this occasion by tempting me to name the latter
variety, but there’s no doubt that the Stag had all
the makings of a Classic car from the day it was
launched. Not only did it have-a special engine
and a unique body shell (neither ever to be shared
with other cars), but it looked attractive and was
relatively scarce. In those days, after all, there
were few British V8s and none with overhead-
cam cylinder heads.
The Stag, however, was a Triumph built by
British Leyland and it probably suffered because
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SOME cars were born to be Classics, and

and tail panel, different wheel trims, a smaller
steering wheel and other details.

The optional air conditioning (more popular,
obviously, in the USA than in the UK) was drop-
ped in the spring of 1975, but from the beginning
of 1976 alloy wheels, Sundym glass and a lamin-
ated windscreen were all standard. There were
no further mechanical changes, and the last Brit-
ish-market Stags were price-listed at £6908 (soft-
top) or £7231 (hardtop) in the summer of 1977.

At this time, the corporate plan was to replace
the Stag with a long-wheelbase fastback coupé
version of the Triumph TR8, coded Lynx, but this
project did not survive the closing down of the
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If you are unlucky, you will find rust inside the
bootlid,which is caused by condensation and
hardly ever by water leaks, and there may also be
rusting on the bottom of the door panels, almost
certainly because water drain holes in the inner
panels have habitually been choked up.

In general, however, the Stag's monocoque is
very strong, perhaps too strong in cost-accoun-
tant’s language, and it would be a very nasty car
indeed which was not worth restoring or which
was going to cost a lot of money to bring back to
‘as new’ condition.

Every panel in the shell, doors and opening
panels included, is in pressed steel and at the
moment there is no difficulty in finding replace-
ment parts.

Incidentally, the roll-over T-bar can be removed
though BL do not recommend this.

Suspensmn and steermg

Many components are common between the
Stag and the MKkl saloons, though only a part-by-
part comparison in the appropriate manuals can
confirm this. Items like the rear cross-member
(needing holes for Stag exhausts) and the lack of
an anti-roll bar fixing on most saloon front suspen-
sions, are just two cases in point. Although the
cast-alloy semi-trailing arms at the rear are the
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bellows at the ends of the main rack. Rubber
items in the rack assembly may become faulty
but these can be renewed or (quicker, but more
costly), or there are replacement racks available.
You may like to know that the Stag's battery
cannot be removed from the engine bay without
moving the power steering pump ... Steering
should, of course, be light but not excessively so.
We prefer the Stags fitted with smaller steering
wheels for that very reason.

The alloy wheels found on later cars do not
seem to suffer from corrcsion and look very
smart.

Engines, transmissions, brakes
Most Stag heartbreak has, historically, been
caused by -the engine which has a cast-iron
cylinder block and light-alloy heads. There is no
doubt that, for peace of mind, oil and filter should
be changed at 3000-mile intervals, the timing
chains at around 25,000 miles, and checks for
wear of tappet buckets and valve guides made
regularly. The radiator should be reverse-flushed
annually. ;

The overheating phenomenon is invariably
caused by cylinder head corrosion (due to lack of
inhibitor or anti-freeze in the coolant which should
stay in the system all the year round), or by silting
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Above, the hardtop is removable and almost every Stag built had the hood and frame tucked away
underneath to give the owner both coupé practicality and roadster elegance







